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Why should this goal be 
included in the Sustainable 
Development Goals? 

San Diego has long been involved in human rights and particularly with the rights 
of women. The San Diego community has a large network of passionate and 
skilled individuals working to address the empowerment of women due to high 
immigration, large refugee community, domestic violence, and human trafficking 
issues given the proximity to a major international border and existing 
communities. We consider the integration of women into the process of 
sustainable solutions as paramount in the success of SDGs.  

Which targets from the 
OWG* document do you 
think are most important and 
why? 

1. 
5.a-equal opportunity to economic resources and financial control is key 
to the empowerment of women. Control of finances = control of destiny. 
So many opportunities in life are linked to financial resources and the 
ability to own property allows a woman to be independent if she chooses 
to be. 
 
2.  
5.6 Women must be in control of their own reproductive rights and 
health. Access to these rights allows for family planning and let’s women 
pursue other interests such as higher education. Educated citizens can 
contribute to civil society in greater ways. The need for reproductive 
rights is global necessity and it allows women the time they need to 
develop greater insight into their wants and needs for the future. 
 
3.  
5.2 Eliminating all forms of violence against women is critical.  Violence 
must not be tolerated and legal policy and justice must align with this 
need. Women should not be victimized twice when they seek protection 
and prosecution of the perpetrator. 
 
4.  
5.b Access to technology can lead to better education and opportunity.  
It can also allow for the open communication necessary to builds a 
greater support network for women. 
 
5.  
5.5 Female leadership is essential at all levels. It is necessary to have 
women advocating for women and female leaders must engage other 
women to get involved so that the balance of leadership is more equal, 
only then will policy and decision making truly take into account what 
women need. 
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How do you think the OWG 
targets should be applied to 
United States policy making 
and legislation?  
 
What needs to be done to 
integrate goals into national 
policy? 

5.a Women have excellent access to financial empowerment in the U.S. It 
is more of an issue for developing countries. In the U.S., we should focus 
on early education on financial matters. 
 
5.6 The reproductive rights of women need to be protected. It is a public 
health issue and must be seen as a basic healthcare right. 
 
5.2 Policy must not re-victimize women in pursue of justice. 
 
5.b Education Reform: There should be a national push for girls in STEAM 
careers.   
 
5.5 Leadership: establish quotas or target percentages for female 
leadership in government to be achieved by a set date. All political parties 
must support this initiative. Women’s groups can be strengthened with 
national support to cultivate leader’s overtime. These groups must 
demand equality in leadership. 
 

How do you think the OWG 
targets should be applied to 
your state/city policy making 
and legislation?  
 
What needs to be done to 
integrate goals into state and 
local policy? 

State and City application: 
 
People must contact their local representatives and rally the support of 
local organizations to bring about change. 
 
What needs to be done: 
 

 Contact local representatives at all levels of government 

 Become a part of organizations that push for change  

 Engage existing organizations that advocate for women’s issues 

 Create a position for student ambassadors to get young people 
involved at an early age 

 Strengthen existing policy that supports gender equality 

 Develop greater support for groups like “girl up” to shift the 
cultural norms of what girls aspire to be 

 Foster an “interconnectedness” mindset 

 Have a vocal presence at public sessions at all levels of policy 
making 

 Form strategic partnerships 

 Make women’s issues a man’s issue too. Work closer with men to 
create an inclusive mindset. 
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What is the group’s 
recommendation for action 
to mobilize local and 
national support for the 
SDGs** and this goal? 

 More engagement in social media 

 Greater consideration for gender issues in the media 

 More open discussions on how we can make improvements 

 Using inclusive language so it is not a question of us vs. them 

 Target marketing to those who it applies to 

 Engage stakeholders 

 More cooperation between organizations and NGO’s 

 Start discussion roundtables with actionable goals 

 Engage corporate sponsorship for initiatives 

What will be the obstacles to 
making progress on this goal 
at the global, national and 
local levels? 

Global:   

 Religious intolerance 

 Cultural norms 

 Cultural traditions 

 Location, access to communication and information 

 Lack of power in advocacy 

 Time, energy and resources 
 

National: 

 Social media distraction from real issues in our country 

 Cultural norms that stop thoughtful and genuine interaction 

 “hot button” issues that politicians avoid because they are to 
“risky” and may jeopardize election or re-election 
 

State/Local 

 Lack of representation  

 Lack of coordinated efforts between stakeholders 

 “Hot button” issues that politicians avoid because they are to 
“risky” and may jeopardize election or re-election 

 

Which stakeholders and 
coalitions will be important 
to engage in order to make 
progress on this goal and its 
targets? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global: 

 Government 

 Civil society 

 Religious leaders 

 Cultural and traditional authorities  

 Military, men and boys 

 Private sector 

 Educators 

 Young people 
 

National: 

 Women’s coalitions 

 Civil society  

 Young people 

 Religious leaders 

 Cultural influencers 

 Military 
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CONTINUED… 
 
Which stakeholders and 
coalitions will be important 
to engage in order to make 
progress on this goal and its 
targets? 
 

 Private sector 

 Technology educators 

 Men and boys 

 Bipartisan support 
 
State/Local: 

 Women’s coalitions 

 Civil society 

 Young people 

 Men and boys 

 Local Religious leaders 

 Military 

 Private sector 

 Technology educators 

 Bi-partisan support 
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i United Nations Open Working Group. Outcome Document – Open Working Group on Sustainable Development 
Goals. July 2014. 
ii United Nations. MDG Momentum. http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/mdgmomentum.shtml 

                                                                 


